
DDeeaarr  CCoolllleeaagguueess,,

You are reading the first issue of the regularly published
SME Environment Newsletter, which aims to inform you
about the objectives of the project, the latest changes and
news in European environmental and energy policies, pro-
grammes. 

The first issue will inform small and medium-sized enter-
prises of New Member States and Candidate Counties
(NMS and CC) on their possibilities to join the Sixth
Framework Programme for Research and Technological
Development of the European Union.
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SSMMEE EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  NNeewwsslleetttteerr
wwwwww..ssmmee--eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..oorrgg

CCOONNTTEENNTT

Introduction of the SME Environment project

Consortium

The Sixth Framework Programme on Research and
Technological Development

Sustainable Development, Global Change and
Ecosystems priority - Global 4 call

SSMMEE EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  sseerrvviicceess

SME Environment database for Global 4 Call

SME Environment Guides
» Guide for small and medium-sized enterprises of
NMS and CC
» Guide for Coordinators

How to benefit from these services?

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  PPRROOJJEECCTT

SME ENVIRONMENT project helps to SMEs to develop
project proposals to the FP6, 6th Framework Programme
for Research and Technological Development of the
European Union.

SMEs gain assistance to take part in European projects,
build international relationships and implement their
strategic scopes. There will be limited number of project
proposals developed with the help of professional project
developers and managers for free of charge!

The SME ENVIRONMENT offers free training, free consult-
ing services and lot of useful information on EC project
development and management for FP6, only for environ-
mental SMEs. The SME ENVIRONMENT will provide robust
e-training solutions for free of charge that will give hands-
on assistance to managers of environmental SMEs from
the proposal writing phase, through the contracting
process till the management of funded projects. 

PPHHAASSEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPRROOJJEECCTT

» In the first phase the work will start with a research
study, which will serve as a basis for the development
of innovative strategies in order to mobilise the target
group (environmental SMEs) and increase their partici-
pation in FP6. 

» In the second phase different practical e-training serv-
ices and their IT support system shall be developed. The
main task will be the development of an operational e-
learning training course that will offer a practical educa-
tion on developing and managing environmental proj-
ects in FP6 .

» At the same time the Consortium will establish the inter-
active e-consultancy service, which can offer continu-
ous practical guidance for its users and follow-up pro-
ject proposal development work. 



CCOONNSSOORRTTIIUUMM

CCoo--oorrddiinnaattoorr::  GGeeoonnaarrddoo  LLttdd..  (Hungary): 
http://www.geonardo.hu 
Geonardo is a high-tech consulting firm specialised in
environmental, and regional project development and con-
sulting. The professional competence and experience of
the company crew regarding EC project development is
truly exceptional in Central Eastern Europe.

IInnnnoossttaarrtt  NNaattiioonnaall  BBuussiinneessss  aanndd  IInnnnoovvaattiioonn  CCeennttrree
(Hungary)
http://www.innostart.hu 
Innostart Foundation is an organisation working for the
innovation of SMEs. Innostart is also full member of the
EBN, IRC, BIC initiatives among other local and internation-
al networks

HHeellssiinnkkii  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy, LLiiffeelloonngg  LLeeaarrnniinngg
IInnssttiittuuttee  DDiippoollii,,  (Finland)
http://www.dipoli.tkk.fi
The Lifelong Learning Institute Dipoli (Finland) is a separate
unit of the Helsinki University of Technology, employing
some 120 staff members. Currently 20 staff members are
working in the area of technology-enhanced learning, its
methodology, pedagogy and technology. 

EEccoonnoommiicc  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  VViieennnnaa,,  SSmmaallll  BBuussiinneessss
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt (Austria)
http://www.wu-wien.ac.at
The first chair for Small Business at the University of
Economics and Business Administration Vienna was esta-
blished in 1936.  The general long term research policy of
this department is designed to increase the knowledge
about management problems and solutions for small and
medium-sized enterprises following both the traditional
functional and the more recent life cycle perspective. 

RReeggiioonnaall  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  CCeennttrraall  aanndd  EEaasstteerrnn
EEuurrooppee (International)
http://www.rec.org
REC is a non-partisan, non-advocacy, not-for-profit inter-
national organisation with a mission to assist in solving
environmental problems in Central and Eastern Europe
(CEE). 
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DDeeaarr  CCoolllleeggaauuee,,DDeeaarr  CCoolllleeggaauuee,,

Thank you for your interest and registration. The SME
Environment consortium is working on helping you to pre-
pare and submit successful proposals to the Global 4 and
Energy 4 Calls. 

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nneexxtt  sstteepp??WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  nneexxtt  sstteepp??
11..  FFiinnddiinngg  ppaarrttnneerrss
SME Environment will provide a bridge between the regis-
tered small and medium-sized enterprises and the coordi-
nators of projects under development.
We inform coordinators of future projects through many
channels on the existing SME Environment database and
services. The interested partners send us their project
ideas, and from the database we select the most appro-
priate SMEs for the particular project. In case your expert-
ise fit the project idea, we will arrange the contact building
between the coordinator and the registered SME. This
way we avoid useless communication between organisa-
tion withouth common interest.

22..  PPrrooppoossaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt
a) Guides: The project members developed useful guides
for SMEs in ordr to provide a clear picture on proposal
development steps, possible problems and their solution.  
b) On-line consultation: Experienced members of the con-
sortium provide continuous help in proposal development
for the SMEs. The experts will give samples, hints, exam-
ples that can be used by the proposers.

What should you do?What should you do?

In case you have a pprroojjeecctt  iiddeeaa, sseenndd  iitt  ttoo  uuss, we will help
you to fit it to the exact call.
In case you need partners for your project, sseenndd  uuss the
description, we will give you advice where to find appro-
priate partners, or provide contacts in case your idea fits
to some partners expertise.
In case you are ddeevveellooppiinngg  aa  pprrooppoossaall, sseenndd  uuss you ques-
tions, problems, we will support your work.

GGoo  ttoo  ppaaggee  55GGoo  ttoo  ppaaggee  55

iinnffoo@@ssmmee--eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..oorrggiinnffoo@@ssmmee--eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..oorrgg



TTHHEE  SSIIXXTTHH  FFRRAAMMEEWWOORRKK  PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  OONN  RREESSEEAARRCCHH
AANNDD  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT

At the Lisbon summit in March 2000, EU governments
called for a better use of European research efforts
through the creation of an internal market for science and
technology - a 'European Research Area' (ERA). 

FP6 is the financial instrument to help make ERA a reality
with EU funded R+D projects and the following seven the-
matic priorities. FP6 has a total budget of 17 500 million
euros that is distributed amongst both RTD and demon-
stration activites and Nuclear (Euratom) activities. 

The Lisbon European Council Summit held on in March
2000 set an objective to 'make the European Union the
most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based econo-
my in the world by 2010'. This has since been interpreted
as requiring focused community-wide investment in
research, and the improvement of innovation and entre-
preneurship. 

Where previous Framework Programmes have been divid-
ed into several 'vertical' Programmes around research top-
ics and 'horizontal' Programmes that cut across research
areas, FP6 is divided into just two Specific Programmes. 

The first Programme has two objectives - 'Integrating and
Strengthening' the ERA, while the second Programme has
the objective 'Structuring' the ERA. 

The SME Environment project helps to SMEs to develop
project proposals to the FP6.

Those small and medium sized enterpises that conclude
the e-learning course will have the opportunity to receive
further professional assistance to develop project propos-
als under any priority of the FP6. The ideas of environmen-
tal SMEs will mainly fall under the sixth thematic priority of
the Framework Programme. 

Sixth priority focuses on sustainable development, global
change and ecosystems. It has three sub-priorities, such
as sustainable energy systems, sustainable surface
transport,  and global change and ecosystems 

SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT,,  GGLLOOBBAALL  CCHHAANNGGEE  AANNDD
EECCOOSSYYSSTTEEMMSS  PPRRIIOORRIITTYY  --  GGLLOOBBAALL  44  CCAALLLL

The aim of the SME Environment is to help small and medi-
um-sized enterprises to get involved in FP6 projects in the
field of Energy and Environment. On 19th July the European
Commission published the last Call for Proposals under
the Sixth thematic priority of the FP6: Sustainable devel-
opment, global change and ecosystems (Global 4 Call).

Global Change and Ecosystems sub-priority is addressing
seven areas relative to the issues of:

I. Impact and mechanisms of greenhouse gas emissions
and atmospheric pollutants on climate, ozone depletion
and carbon sinks
II. Water cycle, including soil-related aspects
III. Biodiversity and ecosystems
IV. Mechanisms of desertification and natural disasters
V. Strategies for sustainable land management, including
coastal zones, agricultural land and forests
VI. Operational forecasting and modelling including global
climatic change observation systems
VII. Complementary research 

For details please visit: 
http://www.sme-environment.org/sustdev.php#topics

SSMMEE  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  sseerrvviicceess

» Providing practical information on the FP6 programme
and related policies (static data-bases, useful links,
help desk)

» Information on actual FP6 calls and deadlines
» E-learning courses on proposal writing and project

management, how to write proposals under the 6th
framework programme (based on successful EU proj-
ects with lots of practical information)

» Partner search functions with direct links to FP6
search engines

» Static and interactive consulting services for SMEs in
all fields related to the development of FP6 projects

» Specific functions and tools to promote the participa-
tion of women and other special target groups under
FP6.

» Forum for discussion and establishment of partner-
ships: a discussionplatform  for potential project pro-
posers (research centres, universities, and SMEs) 
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AArree  yyoouu  aann  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  SSMMEE  ffrroomm  aa  NNeeww
MMeemmbbeerr  SSttaattee  oorr  aa  CCaannddiiddaattee  CCoouunnttrryy??  

DDoo  yyoouu  ffaaccee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  bbaarrrriieerrss??

» Missing relevant information of the conditions of SME
participation in the FP6 

» Only theoretical knowlegde on development of proj-
ect ideas - how it works in FP6 on a real-life-scale? 

» No access to networks  
» There are no real examples available that could help  
» It is hard/expensive to get professional help from

experts  
» Writing a proposal in just the beginning, but how to

implement a project  

SSMMEE  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt    pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssoolluuttiioonnss

» A training course with comprehensive overview on
FP6 and possible roles of SMEs in an FP6 project  

» Putting the focus on the practical side of project
development. Development of a real project proposal
with professional help.  

» Creation of an open discussion platform for SMEs
universities, research organisations 

» During the course there will be real project proposals
available for examination.  

» The project is funded by the FP6 programme by
100%. All the services are free of charge for environ-
mental SMEs based in NMSs and ACCs.  

» The e-learning course consists a project manage-
ment module in order to improve the management
skills of SMEs. 

SSMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  HHEELLPP  FFOORR  GGLLOOBBAALL  44  CCAALLLL

SME Environment would help environmental SMEs from
NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerr  SSttaatteess  aanndd  CCaannddiiddaattee  CCoouunnttrriieess in
their proposal development and consortia building. 

For this reason the project partners created a special
database where oonnllyy  ssmmaallll  aanndd  mmeeddiiuumm  ssiizzeedd  eenntteerr--
pprriisseess  ccaann  rreeggiisstteerr  wwhhiicchh  aarree  wwoorrkkiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd  ooff
eenneerrggyy  aanndd  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  and are interested in partici-
pation of projects submitted under the Global 4 Call.

SSMMEE EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  DDAATTAABBAASSEE  

Benefits of the database:
» All data are checked previously.
» The data are relevant and expertise listed refer to the
topics of the Global 4 Call.
» The SMEs can search other partners with relevant
expertise

» Coordinators can search for SMEs in the region in order
to improve their consortia.
Please register at www.sme-environment.org

SSMMEE EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  GGUUIIDDEESS

The project experts created two special guides in order to
help both sides in successful project development.

1. The GGUUIIDDEE  FFOORR  SSMMEESS gives practical assistance, a step
by step guide on project proposal development, consor-
tium building, and offers solutions for many potential prob-
lems.
You can download the Guide at 
www.sme-environment.org

2. The GGUUIIDDEE  FFOORR  CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTOORRSS helps coordinators
understand better the problems that SMEs face in the
region and describes the potential knowlegde base and
benefits of involvement of the SMEs into research proj-
ects. The Guide also gives practical hints on how to over-
come the problems and barriers of NMS/ACC SME partic-
ipation.
You can download the Guide at 
www.sme-environment.org

HHooww  ttoo  bbeenneeffiitt  ffrroomm  tthhee  
SSMMEE  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  sseerrvviicceess??

In case you are a small or medium sized enterprise, based
in New Member State or Candiadte Country, working in
the field of energy/environment:
» Register to the database
» Send your project idea to info@sme-environment.org,

and we will help you to develop your proposal or find
appropriate partners.

» Download the guide tailored to your needs

In case you are a coordinator who is searching for part-
ners, more precisly for small or medium sized enterprise,
based in New Member State or Candiadte Country, work-
ing in the field of energy/environment:
» Search for partners in our database
» Download the guide which helps you to involve easi-

ly these SMEs
» Send your project idea to info@sme-environment.org,

and we will help you to find appropriate partners from
our database

Do not forget, the deadline of submitting projects under
the Global 4 call, the last call in FP6 is 33  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22000055..
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GGEENNEERRAALL PPAARRTTNNEERR SSEEAARRCCHH

CCOONNSSEENN  ((EEEEIIGG))  EEuurroo--GGrroouupp European Economic Interest
Grouping, is an alliance of European SME's who have
agreed to cooperate as Euro-Cluster in RTD+I, projects and
tenders throughout Europe.

""PPoolliitteehhnniiccaa""  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  TTiimmiissooaarraa, Department for
Mechatronics is interested in Sub Area VI - Operational
forecasting and modeling : Air pollution modelling and sim-
ulation (homonym book published in 2000). The University
or the MMTTAA  TTMM  LLTTDD  ccoommppaannyy in Timisoara could work in
the domain of modeling and simulation or carry out a
"trainer training" program in Romania on environmental
protection.

A BBeellggiiaann  rreesseeaarrcchh  ggrroouupp is looking for partners or wishes
to participate within a proposal for "Area V: Strategies for
sustainable land management, including coastal zones,
agricultural land and forests" especially  "V.1.1 Strategies for
sustainable urban, peri-urban and rural land use relation-
ships" and/or "V.1.2 Development of tools for impact
assessment of land uses policies on the sustainable
development of developing countries."

Their expertise lies in visual and numerical interpretation of
land use and occupation in Europe and/or Africa, its evo-
lution in time, its analysis and its modelisation.

RReesseeaarrcchh  &&  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  NNaattiioonnaall  IInnssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  CChheemmiissttrryy
aanndd  PPeettrroocchheemmiissttrryy ((IICCEECCHHIIMM  --  BBuucchhaarreesstt  RROOMMAANNIIAA)) is
interested in Global 4 Call under 6FP:  "Sustainable devel-
opment, global change and ecosystems", e.g SUSTDEV-
1.2.5 "New and advanced concepts in renewable energy
technologies - Biomass

DEATILED PROFILES CAN BE FOUND ON 
WWW.SME-ENVIRONMENT.ORG

PPRROOJJEECCTT IIDDEEAASS SSUUBBMMIITTTTEEDD TTOO SSMMEE  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT

SSTTRREEPP  --  WWaasstteewwaatteerr

We are currently preparing a STREP proposal on the
removal of organic micropollutants and desinfection of
wastewater and would like to expand the consortium with
SMEs developing new technologies in this area.
(Coordinator from Belgium)

DDiisssseemmiinnaattiioonn  --  FFPP66--22000055--TTRREENN--44..  wwiitthh  aa..  DDeeaaddlliinnee  2222
DDeecceemmbbeerr  22000055

Dissemination actions for the Sustainable Energy
Systems 6FP RTD Programme

> The coordinators seek organisations having expertise in
the following areas:
- Publishing, Editing, Journalism, copy writing, proof-read-
ing, and
- Event organisers, Conference organisers

> The responding organisations should have previously
worked with government agencies and ideally with the
European Institutions.

> Any special publishing/journalistic experience in the field
of energy is particularly sought.

CCoonncceerrttoo  IIII

We are looking for partners for a Concerto II funding appli-
cation.

We are seeking partners from other EU Member States
with expertise/experience in the following fields
- Professional proposal writers and/or project managers
- Suppliers of innovative wood biomass combustion and
district heating technologies
- Experts in the design of electricity generation and distri-
bution systems
- Experts in control, energy monitoring and data analysis
- Researchers in the field of eco-villages, eco-buildings,
electricity grid development and biofuels
- Organizations experienced in dissemination activities
We are in negotiation with potential partners in the starred
fields but would be pleased to speak to others.

We would also welcome links with:
- Similar type communities (cluster of villages, small
towns)
- Target areas with low renewable energy penetration and
low levels of energy efficiency

The project is quite well advanced further details are
available.

ARE YOU INTERESTED? WRITE TO 
INFO@SME-ENVIRONMENT.ORG
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